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The Trayvon Martin case: A timeline 
A Florida shooting has mushroomed into a national conflagration of race, guns, and 
justice. A chronological look at how the case exploded 
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February 26, 2012 
While certain details remain a matter of heated disagreement, here's what we know: Neighborhood 
watch captain George Zimmerman, 28, was driving his SUV though his Orlando-area neighborhood 
(known as the "Retreat at Twin Lakes") when he called 911 to report "a real suspicious guy," a 
"black male" walking around. That was Martin, heading back to the house where he was staying 
after a 7-Eleven run. Martin was wearing a hooded sweatshirt and carrying a can of iced tea, a bag 
of Skittles, and his cellphone. Zimmerman followed Martin, and the two engaged in some sort of 
altercation. One of the two men cried for help before Zimmerman fired one shot into Martin's chest. 
Zimmerman was brought to the police station, pleaded self-defense, and has remained free since. 

March 8, 2012 
After the shooting fails to win much attention, Martin's parents, Tracy Martin and Sybrina Fulton, 
create a petition on Change.org calling for Zimmerman to be prosecuted.  They demand that police 
release the 911 recordings from the night of their son's death. 

March 14, 2012 
Witness Mary Cutcher tells a local TV station that police had only taken a cursory statement from 
her, adding, "I know this was not self-defense." 

March 16, 2012 
Police release 911 calls Zimmerman and others made on the night of the killing. Zimmerman says 
he's monitoring a "real suspicious... black male," and disregards the 911 operator telling him not to 
chase after Martin. The case gains national media attention, with much of the debate centered on 
Florida's controversial "stand your ground" gun law, which lets residents use deadly force against a 
threat when they feel their lives are in danger. 

March 19, 2012 
A 16-year-old friend of Martin's recounts a cellphone 
conversation she had with him the night he died that lasts until 
right before the fatal shooting (as phone records confirm); she 
says Martin was creeped out by the strange man following him, 
and tried to get away from him.  
 
March 21, 2012 
Hundreds of people attend a "Million Hoodie March" in New 
York City to demand justice for Martin. The Orlando Sentinel 
reports that Zimmerman has a short legal record of violent 
encounters and money problems.  
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March 23, 2012 
President Obama makes his first public comments on the case, saying Martin's parents are right to 
expect that all Americans consider the case with the seriousness it deserves, adding as a personal 
coda: "You know, if I had a son, he'd look like Trayvon." Fox News' Geraldo Rivera draws outrage for 
suggesting that Martin's supposedly criminal-looking "hoodie is as much responsible for Trayvon 
Martin's death as George Zimmerman was." Thousands attend a second "Million Hoodie March" in 
Philadelphia.  

March 26, 2012 
Sanford police sources leak details of Zimmerman's side of the case, which they say witnesses 
corroborate: Allegedly, Martin knocked Zimmerman down with a punch to the nose, smashed his 
head on the ground, and tried to take his gun.   

March 29, 2012  
Zimmerman's father, Robert Zimmerman, makes his first public comments on the case, claiming 
that Martin beat his son and threatened to kill him. Zimmerman's brother, Robert Zimmerman Jr., 
also publicly defends his brother and backs up their father's claims. The family says they have 
received death threats.  

March 31, 2012  
The Orlando Sentinel reports that an audio analysis of a 911 call shows that Zimmerman did not cry 
out for help moments before Martin was shot, as he had reportedly claimed.  

April 2, 2012  
ABC News revisits the video of Zimmerman in the police office, and says enhanced footage shows 
what could be a "gash" or a "mark" on the back of his head, possibly corroborating the allegation 
that Martin had attacked him. Zimmerman's lawyer says the suspect is willing to come out of hiding 
and surrender to authorities if charged in Martin's death.  

April 5, 2012 
Florida lawmakers convene a task force to investigate the state's controversial "stand your ground" 
gun law, which has made it difficult for prosecutors to charge shooters like Zimmerman who claim 
self-defense. 

April 11, 2012 
Zimmerman is charged with second-degree murder, rather than a lesser manslaughter charge, and 
faces a minimum of 25 years in prison if convicted.  

April 12, 2012 
Trayvon Martin's mother tells NBC's Today show that she believes the shooting was "an accident." 
"I believe that it just got out of control and [Zimmerman] couldn't turn the clock back," she says. 
Zimmerman is expected in court at 1:30 p.m. 

Sources: ABC News (2) (3), Associated Press, Christian Science Monitor, Global Post, Hollywood 
Reporter, Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald (2), Mother Jones, Orlando Sentinel (2), Politico, 
TheRealGeorgeZimmerman.com, Reuters, Scribd/Change.org, Talking Points Memo, Think Progress 
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Timeline: The Trayvon Martin Case 

Part I: After reading the article, formulate and ask five questions that start with 
“Why”.  (Example: “Why did Trayvon’s parents start a petition on Change.org?”) 

 Why… 

 Why…  

 Why… 

 Why… 

 Why… 

Part II: Create a timeline of the six most important things that have happened so far 
in this case. The first two have been provided. 

 

Trayvon Martin is shot and 
killed in Orlando, Florida. 

  

    

George Zimmerman is 
arrested and charged with 

2nd degree murder. 


