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Lars Grevstad, Choral Director

4605 Ewing Drive

Austell, GA 30106

(770) 595-1326
carlos.grevstad@cobbk12.org
School website: http://www.cobbk12.org/cooper
Chorus website: http://cooperms.typepad.com/grevstad/
Georgia Performance Standards may be accessed through PICASSO at http://picasso.cobbk12.org
Welcome to Chorus!
Dear Student and Parent,

Welcome and congratulations to you and your son/daughter to the CMS Choral Department.  Get ready for an exciting, eventful, and musically productive year.   We hope to make music a lifelong part of each student by laying a foundation of music learning and performance.  This chorus has a great tradition of excellence, having earned excellent and superior ratings at Georgia Music Educator Association Events.  Cooper Middle School students have performed in district honor chorus as well as in all-state chorus.  They have performed at such events as the Atlanta Vocal Project Concerts, Trills and Thrills at Six Flags, Music in the Parks at Six Flags, and the Disney Magical Music Days in Orlando, Florida.  We plan to expand upon this tradition.  It is our hope that each and every student will make it their goal to dedicate their special gifts and talents in making their unique contribution to keep that tradition alive and successful.

One of the most important elements for the success of any middle school program is the support and involvement of you, the parent.  At this time in the life of your child, your involvement in their life is pivotal to their success.  I believe the CMS Choral Department gives you one of the greatest opportunities to invest in their life.  I would like to suggest ways in which parents can be involved in their child’s musical education:

BE SUPPORTIVE – Encourage your child to sing often.

BE A MOTIVATOR – Attend all your child’s performances.

BE INVOLVED – We welcome all parental involvement in the chorus program.

Attached you will find a preliminary choral calendar for the upcoming year, choral expectations, grading procedures, concert attire, fundraising, class rules, among other information.

I am extremely excited about the coming school year and consider it a privilege to teach your children.  It is a privilege to teach children in such an important and fulfilling area as the arts.  Again, let me express the importance of your involvement as a choral parent and the role you play in the growth, development, and education, musically and academically, of your child.  










Sincerely,










Lars Grevstad










Choral Director

Course Objectives
The purpose of middle school chorus is to teach students music through vocal performance.  Each student will gain a lifelong interest and appreciation for music.  Singing in a chorus also helps improve mental discipline and enhances social interaction.  A sense of teamwork necessary for success emerges as well as a sense of pride for the chorus program.

Assessment of Performance Skills
MMSBB.1 Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

Element: MMSBB.1a Sing to recognize fundamentals of tone production 

Element: MMSBB.1b Sing to match pitch through call and response (stepwise and major intervals) 

MMSBB.3 Reading and notating music

Element: MMSBB.3a Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression 

Element: MMSBB.3b Define and describe the musical terms incorporated in the literature as well as identify key signatures 

Element: MMSBB3.c Demonstrate a steady beat as well as rhythms and meters through a systematic counting procedure 

MMSBB.6 Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

Element: MMSBB.6a Identify and describe compositional devices, techniques, meter, tempo, tonality, intervals, and chords 

Element: MMSBB.6b Compare and contrast musical works based on genre and culture 

MMSBB.7 Evaluating music and music performances

Element: MMSBB.7a Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations 

Element: MMSBB.7b List strengths and weaknesses in performance, and suggest areas of improvement 

Element: MMSBB.7c Identify the interpretations of the band during a performance, and analyze their effectiveness in relation to the intent of the composer 

MMSBB.8 Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

Element: MMSBB.8a Describe how music relates to fine arts and other disciplines 

Element: MMSBB.8b Examine the chronological development of various music styles and contextual elements, composers, and influences from each time period 

Element: MMSBB.8c Identify major time periods and describe music's influence on that time period 

Element: MMSBB.8d Identify the influence of music on society and society's influence on music within a given time period 

MMSBB.9 Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Element: MMSBB.9a Describe the characteristics of music from different cultures 

Element: MMSBB.9b Analyze American and other genres of music in relation to its historical and cultural context 

Element: MMSBB.9c Identify genres, styles, and composers within specific time periods 

Required Materials
Students are required to bring a pencil, paper, their Cooper Middle School Agenda, and a 1” binder to take homework home in.  Students will be required to keep all their work in their binder in an orderly manner.
Grading Procedure

Grades are calculated on a continuous basis for the entire nine weeks.  Assignments are expected to be turned in completed and on time.  Only quality work will be accepted.  Crumbled, soiled, illegible papers will not be accepted, nor will papers with less than 50%of assigned work.


Classwork
(Singing Assignments, Written assignments/Notebook Checks)



30%

This includes any written work that is not a test.  Mostly, this grade will consist of the student’s daily chorus work.  We spend five to ten minutes per class period writing music theory information, melodic notation, rhythmic dictation, and composer information.
Tests/Quizzes 
(Written and Oral)








10%

Students will be tested 2-4 times over each nine week period on music theory, vocal technique, literary understanding of the music, and other musical aspects of the literature they sing.
Skill Assessments
(Preparation, Participation, Rehearsals, Performances)



50% 

Students will demonstrate through performance (in the classroom and on stage) the skills they have learned in class including rhythmic accuracy, pitch accuracy, musical expression, etc.
Homework (Practice Sheets, other written work)







10%

All practice time should be logged on practice sheets distributed by your instructor.  Practice Time should NOT include time spent in after school sectionals and rehearsals.  Sixty minutes of practice per week is required.  Practice sheets are to be verified and signed by a parent/guardian and turned in on the last school day of every week.  Daily Practice is encouraged and is the most effective way to build skills and musicianship.
Grading Scale:

A
90—100 

B
80—89

C
74—79

D
70-73

F
Below 70
Classroom Rules and Expectations 
1. I Will Enter the classroom quietly, in an orderly manner, and begin work immediately!

2. I will not eat in the classroom (unless I have been given special permission).  I will NOT eat candy, gum lollipops, or other food in the classroom.  (Water is the only exception)
3. I will only talk when permitted.  Only one person talks at a time.  Whispering is talking and is not acceptable.  If I wish to talk I will raise my hand and wait for the teacher to call on me.

4. I will remain seated while in the classroom – The bell does not start the class; class starts when I step into the classroom.  The bell does not dismiss the class; the teacher dismisses.  Discard trash and recycle at the end of the class period on your way out of the room.  Trash should be flat.  Leave class single file following the arrows on the floor.
5. I will be “MUSIC READY” everyday.  When I enter our class I will give top priority to preparing my area for learning.  I will take my seat, pull out my binder and place non-music items under my seat.  I will only need my agenda, binder, class handouts and a working pencil.  Everything else should be tucked under my chair.  Never should there be hair brushing, searching around in purse, nor applying make-up during class.  (This includes gloss, chapstick, breath mints, etc.)  
6. I will follow Instructions the first time given.
7. I will not touch another person or their property.

8. I will not socialize or play during class.  If the teacher is working with another section or person, I am to do silent study and not talk for any reason.  I understand that making noises when the teacher is working with a specific section makes it impossible for those students to achieve the goal for that particular musical segment.

9. NO electronic devices.  No cell phones, MP3s, etc. in the classroom.  Cell phones that are visible when I enter the classroom will be collected and turn in to the administration and will have to be picked up by a parent or guardian.  My task is to tune in to learning time in the class.  

10. I am in school to learn.  My teachers are here to teach.  If I am talking or off task in class, I stop myself and others from learning.  I will not be the cause of an environment where we cannot learn and perform to the best of our abilities.

11. If something is said to me for discipline, I will not talk back or make excuses.  If I believe the teacher is wrong in accusing me, I will talk to them in a civilized manner at the end of class.

12. I understand that our goal in coming to class is to perform to the best of our abilities.  If I do not do my part, everyone in the class suffers.

OVERALL I WILL RESPECT PEOPLE AND PROPERTY

Concert Attire

The CMS Choral Department concert attire is detailed below:  
Shirts: White polo shirt.
Pants: Black pants and black belt
Socks/Stocking/Shoes: Black dress shoes (closed-toes) and black socks.
T-SHIRTS, BLUE JEANS AND TENNIS SHOES ARE INNAPROPRIATE CONCERT ATTIRE FOR PROFESSIONAL CONCERTS!
Students are responsible for keeping their chorus attire in good condition.
Performance Attendance

Performances are an important part of the chorus program.  Chorus students work extremely hard during class and take great pride in the quality of their performance.  Being absent or tardy impairs the performance experience and adversely affects the other chorus members.  A student’s absence from a performance may be excused for personal illness (absence from school) or death in the family.  If a student misses a performance because of unexpected illness or death in the family, the student should bring a note upon returning to school.  We are a team and every person is an important member of that team.  Only illness or death in the family is an excuse for missing a performance.  Missing one or more concerts throughout the year may result in dismissal from chorus class.

Chorus Theme
An amateur practices until he gets it right.  A professional practices until he can’t get it wrong.
COOPER CHORUS CALENDAR 2012 May-Jan
Feb 4th

Diva Day


select girls

Chattahoochee 

High School

Feb 27th  
After School Rehearsal

All grades

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Feb 28th  
Pre-LGPE Concert

All grades

7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

March 8th/9th 
GMEA LGPE


All grades

Mount Paran Church of 

God-during school
April 6th

Atlanta Hawks Game

all grades

TBD

May 10-13
Disney Trip


8th grade



May 16th
After School Rehearsal

All grades

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM

May 17th
Spring Concert


All Concert

7:00 PM – 8:00 PM
TBD

Harmony Explosion Camp
All grades

TBD
Chorus Period _____________

Please return entire sheet, completed front and back by FRIDAY, January 13th, 2011
CHORUS INFORMATION SHEET and Contract
Student’s Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ Zip Code __________________

Home Phone __________________Parent Email*______________________________
Mother’s Name ____________________________ Work Phone ___________________

Father’s Name _____________________________ Work Phone ___________________

Student lives with (circle one)  Mother        Father         Both Mother and Father

Grade ________ Team _________ Home Room Teacher _________________________

This form is to be turned in to the chorus director no later than FRIDAY, January 13th, 2011.
We have read the Cooper Middle School 2012 Jan-May Chorus handbook and support all policies and guidelines of the Cooper Middle School Choral Department.  I will as a choral parent/guardian, support my student(s) in their efforts to fulfill all responsibilities as a CMS Choral Student.  I will, as a choral student, commit myself to making a daily, positive contribution to my choir and actively participate in all choral activities, rehearsals, and performances.  
Parent Signature _______________________________ Date______________________

Student Signature ______________________________ Date ______________________


*This is the fastest way for us to communicate with you.  We plan to set up a database for each grade level to send out periodic announcements.

Chorus Parent Volunteer Sign-Up

Please check next to the way(s) you would best like to donate your time to the Cooper Chorus program and provide us with information on how and when the best time is to contact you.  Thank you for your support.

Fundraiser Kick-Off, September 9th
_______ Fundraiser volunteer 

_______ coordinator

_______ Collect orders during class

_______ Sort brochures 

_______ Sort and distribute orders

_______ No preference

GMEA Large Group Performance Evaluation, Dates in March TBA
_______ Coordinator

_______ Chaperone

_______ Collect and sort permission forms

_______ No preference

Available throughout year

________Grant Writing
_______ Copying

_______ Filing

_______ Data Entry​​
_______ Video Camera Person

_______ Camera Person

_______ Piano accompaniment

_______ Running the sound system

_______ Making phone calls

_______ Burning practice CD’s

_______ Designing our website/website maintenance
_______ Providing edible goodies

_______ Set-up and Takedown at concerts
_______ Any other needs

Please list days and times you are available: __________________________

Name________________________________________________________

How and when to contact you _____________________________________
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