Mr. Grevstad
Music Appreciation
4605 Ewing Drive
Austell, GA 30106
carlos.grevstad@cobbk12.org
Course Objectives
The purpose of music appreciation is to teach students through playing piano and active listening about the various styles and aspects of music.  Skills learned in this class improve mental discipline and enhances social interaction.
Assessment of Performance Skills

M6GM.2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

Element: M6GM.2a Perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently or in a small or large ensemble with appropriate posture, playing positions, technique, and expression 

Element: M6GM.2b Play by ear simple melodies and harmonic accompaniments 

M6GM.3 Reading and notating music

Element: M6GM.3a Recognize standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression 

Element: M6GM.3b Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, notes and rests in simple meter 

Element: M6GM.3c Read at sight simple melodies in the treble clef 

Element: M6GM.3d Recognize bass clef notation 

Element: M6GM.3e Use standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others 

M6GM.4 Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments

Element: M6GM.4a Improvise simple accompaniments 

Element: M6GM.4b Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic variations 

Element: M6GM.4c Improvise short melodies with existing accompaniments, consistent to given style, meter, and tonality 

M6GM.5 Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines

Element: M6GM.5a Compose short pieces within specified guidelines 

Element: M6GM.5b Arrange simple pieces within specified guidelines 

Element: M6GM.5c Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources and electronic media when composing and arranging 

M6GM.6 Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

Element: M6GM.6a Recognize specific music events in an aural example, applying given appropriate terminology 

Element: M6GM.6b Recognize characteristic of musical elements in music, which represent diverse genres and cultures 

M6GM.7 Evaluating music and music performances

Element: M6GM.7a Assess musical performances and compositions, when given specific criteria 

Element: M6GM.7b Assess the quality and effectiveness of their own and others performances, compositions, and arrangements, implementing constructive suggestions for improvement 

Element: M6GM.7c Identify various uses of music in daily experiences 

Required Materials
Students are required to bring a pencil, paper, their Cooper Middle School Agenda, a binder with an area designated for Music Appreciation, as well as any handouts, class work, or homework.  

Grading Procedure

Grades are calculated on a continuous basis for the entire nine weeks.  Assignments are expected to be turned in completed and on time.  Only quality work will be accepted.  Crumbled, soiled, illegible papers will not be accepted, nor will papers with less than 50%of assigned work.

Music Theory Classwork 









20%

This includes written work based on music theory knowledge such as rhythmic and pitch notation.

Ear Training Classwork










20%

This includes written work based on aural skills such as rhythmic and melodic dictation


Tests/Quizzes 
(Written and Piano Proficiencies)






10%

Students will be tested 2-4 times over each nine week period on their music theory and ear training skills.
Skill Assessment
(Preparation, Participation)






50% 

Students will be assessed on specified piano proficiency skills such as scales, arpeggios, and songs.
Grading Scale:

A
90—100 

B
80—89

C
74—79

D
70-73

F
Below 70
Classroom Rules and Expectations 
1. I Will Enter the classroom quietly, in an orderly manner, and begin work immediately!

2. I will not eat in the classroom (unless I have been given special permission).  I will NOT eat candy, gum lollipops, or other food in the classroom.  (Water is the only exception)
3. I will only talk when permitted.  Only one person talks at a time.  Whispering is talking and is not acceptable.  If I wish to talk I will raise my hand and wait for the teacher to call on me.

4. I will remain seated while in the classroom – The bell does not start the class; class starts when I step into the classroom.  The bell does not dismiss the class; the teacher dismisses.  Discard trash and recycle at the end of the class period on your way out of the room.  Trash should be flat.  Leave class single file following the arrows on the floor.
5. I will be “MUSIC READY” everyday.  When I enter our class I will give top priority to preparing my area for learning.  I will take my seat, pull out my binder and place non-music items under my seat.  I will only need my agenda, binder, class handouts and a working pencil.  Everything else should be tucked under my chair.  Never should there be hair brushing, searching around in purse, nor applying make-up during class.  (This includes gloss, chapstick, breath mints, etc.)  
6. I will follow Instructions the first time given.
7. I will not touch another person or their property.

8. I will not socialize or play during class.  If the teacher is working with another section or person, I am to do silent study and not talk for any reason.  I understand that making noises when the teacher is working with a specific section makes it impossible for those students to achieve the goal for that particular musical segment.

9. NO electronic devices.  No cell phones, MP3s, etc. in the classroom.  Cell phones that are visible when I enter the classroom will be collected and turn in to the administration and will have to be picked up by a parent or guardian.  My task is to tune in to learning time in the class.  

10. I am in school to learn.  My teachers are here to teach.  If I am talking or off task in class, I stop myself and others from learning.  I will not be the cause of an environment where we cannot learn and perform to the best of our abilities.

11. If something is said to me for discipline, I will not talk back or make excuses.  If I believe the teacher is wrong in accusing me, I will talk to them in a civilized manner at the end of class.

12. I understand that our goal in coming to class is to perform to the best of our abilities.  If I do not do my part, everyone in the class suffers.

OVERALL I WILL RESPECT PEOPLE AND PROPERTY

Class Period _____________

Please return entire sheet, completed front and back by FRIDAY, January 13th, 2011.

Music Appreciation INFORMATION SHEET
Student’s Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ Zip Code __________________

Home Phone __________________Parent Email*______________________________
Mother’s Name ____________________________ Work Phone ___________________

Father’s Name _____________________________ Work Phone ___________________

Student lives with (circle one)  Mother        Father         Both Mother and Father

Grade ________ Team _________ Home Room Teacher _________________________

This form is to be turned in to Mr. Grevstad no later than FRIDAY, January 13th, 2011.
Please return this form immediately to Mr. Grevstad.

We have read the Music Appreciation Syllabus and support all policies and guidelines of the Cooper Middle School Department.  I will support my student in their efforts to fulfill all responsibilities as a CMS student.  I will, as a Cooper student, commit myself to making a daily, positive contribution to my teacher, peers, and self and actively participate in Music Appreciation.

Parent Signature ___________________________________   Date ______________

Student Signature __________________________________   Date ______________
*This is the fastest way for us to communicate with you.  We plan to set up a database for each grade level to send out periodic announcements.












