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Course Objective: During the third nine weeks, we will explore foundational geographic concepts; then apply those concepts to the study of Africa.  Our unit will be studied via a conceptual approach utilizing the five themes of geography:  location, movement, place, human-environment interaction and regions.  These themes will guide our study of the regions’ historical, geographic, cultural, government/civics and economic understandings. 

Unit Essential Questions
The focus of this unit is how the physical and cultural geography shapes the environment, nations and people of Africa and the issues faced by African countries in the second half of the 20th century.  The unit’s essential questions are as follows:

· Why are people attracted to certain regions in which to live? (G1a, b; 3a) 

· How does the physical geography of Africa contribute to its culture? (G5a,b;7a, b)
· How are the various cultural groups in Africa similar and different? (G4a, b) 
· How does the water supply influence the development of North Africa and Southwest Asia? (G2a,b,c) 

· How has European partitioning impacted Africa? (H1a,b,d)

· How did nations in Africa gain their independence? (H1b,c,d)

· How have various groups challenged governments for control throughout Africa? (H1c, d)
 Standards:  The instructional focuses are referenced to the Georgia Performance Standards SS7H2 – SS7E7.  These can be found on the Picasso website at www.cobbk12.org.
Text and Materials Needed For Class:  

· World Cultures and Geography, Georgia 7th Grade Social Studies:  McDougal Littell

· Three ring binder (81/2 x 11) with dividers:  Students are required to keep all class notes, handouts, tests, quizzes, assignments, etc. in their notebook.
· Textbook, notebook, paper, and pen/pencil must be brought to class everyday, unless indicated by the teacher.  Students will not be allowed to leave class for materials.

· The teacher will supplement the textbook with information found in educational videos, presentations, maps, etc.

Daily Expectations:  Daily Warm-ups, Class participation, Completion of all class and homework assignments; along with any projects assigned.  Students are expected to engage in class room discussions, also.

Grading Procedures





Grading Scale


Warm-up/Homework 
10%



A
90-100

Class work: 


30%



B
80-89

Tests: 



25%



C
74-79

Projects: 


20%



D
70-73

Quizzes:  


15%



F
Below 70

Academic Misconduct:  Any student proven to be cheating on any assignment will receive a numeric grade of zero (0) for the assignment and will receive appropriate consequences for the misbehavior.

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to write a note in your child’s agenda or contact Mr. Taggart through email or voice mail.  Please see contact information below:
Mr. James Taggart:  770-819-2348 ext. 404




James.Taggart@cobbk12.org

Students are required to keep the syllabus in their notebook.  Please sign below to indicate that you and your child have reviewed and understand the course syllabus.

Student Signature: ______________________________________

Parent Signature:  ______________________________________

Parent e-mail address: __________________________________
Date:  ________________________________________________
